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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
To the Chair 
Joint Parliamentary Service Committee 
 
 
Disclaimer of opinion 
 
I was engaged to audit the financial report of the Joint Parliamentary Service for the financial 
year ended 30 June 2023. 
 
I do not express an opinion on the accompanying financial report. Because of the significance 
of the matters described in the ‘Basis for disclaimer of opinion’ section of my report, I have 
not been able to obtain sufficient appropriate audit evidence to provide a basis for an audit 
opinion on the financial report. 
 
The financial report comprises: 

 a Statement of Comprehensive Income for the year ended 30 June 2023 
 a Statement of Financial Position as at 30 June 2023 
 a Statement of Changes in Equity for the year ended 30 June 2023 
 a Statement of Cash Flows for the year ended 30 June 2023 
 notes, comprising material accounting policy information and other explanatory 

information 
 a Certificate from the Chair, Joint Parliamentary Service Committee and the Chief 

Finance Officer, Joint Parliamentary Service. 
 
 
Basis for disclaimer of opinion 
 
The members of the Joint Parliamentary Service Committee are responsible for the 
management of the Joint Parliamentary Service. The members of the Committee have not 
provided access to the minutes of their meetings. As a result I cannot assess whether matters 
deliberated and decided on by the members that have financial consequences were recognised 
or disclosed in the financial report. 
 
 



 

 

The members of the Joint Parliamentary Service Committee are also responsible for the 
control and management of the catering services at Parliament House. Income from these 
services, and the associated expenditure, as well as the cash held in the catering services bank 
account, were omitted from the financial report. As the members have not provided access to 
this financial information, I am unable to determine the impact of this on the financial report. 
 
 
Responsibilities of the members of the Joint Parliamentary Service Committee 
for the financial report 
 
The members of the Joint Parliamentary Service Committee are responsible for the 
preparation of the financial report that gives a true and fair view in accordance with relevant 
Treasurer’s Instructions issued under the provisions of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 
and Australian Accounting Standards, and for such internal control as management 
determines is necessary to enable the preparation of the financial report that gives a true and 
fair view and that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
 
In preparing the financial report, the members of the Joint Parliamentary Service Committee 
are responsible for assessing the entity’s ability to continue as a going concern, taking into 
account any policy or funding decisions the government has made which affect the continued 
existence of the entity. The members of the Joint Parliamentary Service Committee are also 
responsible for disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going 
concern basis of accounting unless the assessment indicates that it is not appropriate. 
 
 
Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial report 
 
As required by section 31(1)(b) of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987, I was engaged to audit 
the financial report of the Joint Parliamentary Service for the financial year ended 30 June 2023. 
 
My responsibility is to conduct an audit of the financial report in accordance with Australian 
Auditing Standards and to issue an auditor’s report. However, because of the matters 
described in the ‘Basis for disclaimer of opinion’ section of my report, I was not able to 
obtain sufficient appropriate audit evidence to provide a basis for an audit opinion on the 
financial report. 
 
I am independent of the Joint Parliamentary Service. The Public Finance and Audit Act 1987 
establishes the independence of the Auditor-General. The relevant ethical requirements of 
APES 110 Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (including Independence Standards) 
have been met. 
 
 
 
 
Daniel O’Donohue 
Acting Auditor-General 

09 November 2023
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